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ENMU-ROSWELL ANNOUNCES BOND ISSUE CAMPAIGN


Today, Dr. Judy Armstrong, Provost of Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell, announced plans for the future expansion of the University.  A key part of those plans is a local general obligation bond issue referendum, which will be decided by Chaves County voters on November 4.  The bond question on the ballot will generate up to $8.1 million for construction, renovation, and furnishing of buildings on campus over the next 10 years.  The bond referendum will renew the current property tax levy in place and will not increase taxes.  J. Phelps White III is chairing a group of community members who will be promoting the bond issue for the campus.  White announced the campaign theme is “Vision 20/20:  Focus on the Future.”  


Armstrong said renewal of the local bond issue is needed to meet the ever-changing needs of the campus as it grows into the 21st century. “This will allow us to add classroom and office space to meet our existing need for space and future growth,” she said.  “Additional educational partnerships, new economic development initiatives, staffing associated with new grant programs, steadily increasing enrollment, and all-time record enrollments for the past three semesters have resulted in a space shortage on campus,” she said.  

“The college student population on campus reached 3864 this past spring semester.  With another 2500 Adult Basic Education students; 2000 Customized Training participants; 500 ILEA students; 500 students taking upper division coursework; 100 Flight Safety Training pilots; and several hundreds of participants in our outreach programs, such as Senior Learning Connection and Kids Kollege, the number of students mushrooms to over 10,000!  And this number does not include the many individuals and community groups who utilize our facilities every day of the year,” said Armstrong.

ENMU-Roswell has identified several facilities needs that can be addressed with the bond funds.  As enrollment in health programs has increased by about 60 percent in the past four years, the first priority will be to renovate and expand what is known as building #700 into a new Health Sciences Center.  “A state capital request has been submitted for this project; however, it is likely that at least a portion of the bond issue will be committed to that project as matching funds,” Armstrong said.  

Another priority will be the construction of a multi-purpose University Center.  This facility would incorporate advanced instructional technology and video conferencing for multi-purpose classrooms and conference rooms, house the bachelor’s and master’s level programs we receive from ENMU and other four-year universities, and be large enough to accommodate commencement ceremonies and other community events.  The open space could also be sectioned for smaller events, meetings, and classes.  

Additional facilities projects planned for the future include the renovation of the Campus Union Building, renovation of the Residence Halls, the construction of a large hangar to accommodate transport size aircraft for the Aviation Maintenance Technology program, renovation and expansion of the Occupational Technology Center to house the Small Business Incubator program, upgrades to existing classrooms, and expansion of the Performing Arts Center.

“As you can see, ENMU-Roswell has a vision and a focus on the future that is dynamic and clear,” said White.  “The campus is truly an asset to this county and we are urging voters to support this bond issue,” he said.
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