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JENNING HONORED FOR SMOKING LEGISLATION


State Senator, Tim Jennings was the guest of honor at a reception held on campus earlier this week.  Representatives from the American Cancer Society, the New Mexico Department of Health, New Mexicans Concerned About Tobacco, and ENMU-Roswell gathered to praise Jennings for his leadership in sponsoring preventive and progressive tobacco-related legislation.  The legislation, Senate Bill 743, requires all insurance providers that offer maternity benefits in the state to also provide coverage for smoking cessation services.  New Mexico is only the second state in the nation, behind Washington, to require such coverage.  


“Today we have one of the model programs in the country,” said Jennings.  “I think of my friends who have cancer and the people in my family who have had cancer.  It’s a problem, but we’re beating this disease,” he said.  Jennings noted the 21 different groups who came together to develop the legislation.  “It pays to be participatory in government,” Jennings said.

“Here in Roswell, we appreciate having Senator Jennings working for us in Santa Fe because of his commitment to the health of our community,” said Tammy Bennett, Director of the ENMU-Roswell Nursing program.  “His efforts to ensure support for those that want to quit smoking will go a long way to improving our community’s health,” she said.  Director of the Respiratory Therapy program at ENMU-Roswell, Gina Buldra agreed.  “Prevention decreases the cost of medical care.  Smoking causes pulmonary disorders and prevention is the key,” she said.  ENMU-Roswell sponsors a Smoking Cessation program on campus, which is funded through a grant from the New Mexico Department of Health.


Bianca Ortiz Wertheim, Director of Government Relations for the American Cancer Society, also praised Jennings for his dedication, saying the vast majority of smokers want to quit but don’t have access to cessation treatment.  “As a result of Senator Jennings’ work, the arsenal of clinically effective measures for treating tobacco dependence will be more readily available for the smoker and provider so they can choose the best tool to assist in efforts to quit,” Ortiz Wertheim said.
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