News Release About Science Fair
Every year school students in 6th through 12th grade show their science projects at a science fair in Portales.  This year the science fair will be held on Saturday, March 6, 2004.  The Southeastern New Mexico Regional Science and Engineering Fair is affiliated with the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), headquartered in Washington, D.C.  The fair located in Portales is one of six regional science fairs in New Mexico.  Students who enter the Regional Science Fair can win the privilege of showing their science projects at the state science fair in Socorro, New Mexico, on April 2-3.

According to the official rules, any student may enter the Regional Science Fair without previously having entered their project in a school science fair.  Any adult sponsors that would like to mentor a science project are encouraged to obtain the 2004 Rules ($2 each) from the Science Fair Office, located on the campus of Eastern New Mexico University.  For more information, phone 562-2309, or email the science fair secretary, rosemary.mathews@enmu.edu.  All entries must be turned in by February 13.

According to the ISEF rules, each school should have an Institutional Review Board consisting of three members:  a school nurse, an administrator and a teacher.  This committee evaluates the potential physical or psychological risk of research involving human subjects.  All proposed human research must be reviewed and approved by an IRB before experimentation begins.  This includes any surveys or questionnaires to be used in a project.

Each science fair has a Scientific Review Committee, which oversees all the research plans of the students who enter the fair.  Projects dealing with vertebrate animals, human or animal tissue, DNA, or potentially pathogenic or hazardous substances must be approved by the SRC prior to experimentation. The next call for safety protocols is December 5, and the final deadline for protocols will be on January 23. 

The Scientific Review Committee is made up of four science professors at Eastern New Mexico University who are available to answer science questions.  These professors are Dr. Robert Long, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Dr. Darren Pollock, Assistant Professor of Biology, Dr. Manuel Varela, Assistant Professor of Biology, and the Science Fair Director, Dr. Robert McTaggart, Assistant Professor of Physics.  Dr. McTaggart would like to point out that students do not have to be sponsored by their schoolteacher.  Often times the best projects at the science fair are exhibited by students who are sponsored by their parent, or another adult mentor. 

