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Local Artist Learned to Draw Through Influence of Grandma
The artwork of Lonnie R. Black can be viewed at the Eastern New Mexico University Golden Library foyer from June 6 through July 5.

Lonnie R. Black was born in Clovis in 1964, and grew up in Magdalena. Both of his parents, Anna Ruth Fraze Black and Sidney Black, taught at Magdalena High School.  Mr. Black’s grandparents, the Frazes, had a large farm just outside of Dora. It is through Grandpa Fraze that Lonnie started to learn about agriculture, and through Grandma Fraze he learned to draw.  
He attended New Mexico State University and graduated with a BS in Agriculture in 1985.  While there he attended various art classes to learn the different mediums uses.  He has used charcoal, oil, ink, and pencil, but his favorite is charcoal.

Mr. Black’s first formal art piece was an oil painting of John Wayne in 1983.  One of his most popular pieces is entitled “El Vira” (1992), which will be on display at ENMU’s Golden Library.  Though he has sold some of his artwork since then, his “eye” for detail in his art has led him to other areas.  Mr. Black was asked by the United States Department of Agriculture -- Phoenix division -- A.P.H.I.S. to draw grasshopper species in conjunction with research programs.  It was there that he helped with the grasshopper identification manual called “Hopper Helper.”  Mr. Black’s expertise was extended to helping with the publication of a grasshopper identification manual for New Mexico, which was specific to the species found within the state.  That manual was published through the N.M.S.U. entomology/Plant pathology Department under Dr. Richmond.

“I consider my artwork to be for personal creative enjoyment.  If it is liked by others – then that is the plus,” said Mr. Black.

