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EASTERN NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY-ROSWELL

SELECTED FOR RURAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE INITIATIVE 
Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell was recently selected by the Rural Community College Initiative (RCCI) to be part of a two-year demonstration program designed to promote community and economic development. The RCCI, administered jointly by the North Central Regional Center for Rural Development and the Southern Rural Development Center, is designed to accelerate the ability of rural community and tribal colleges to meet the expanding needs of communities located in their service areas.  

Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell will join 15 other institutions from Minnesota, Mississippi, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota and Texas in this national learning network of rural community colleges committed to supporting community improvement activities. In addition to linking community and tribal colleges to each other, the RCCI program will link participating colleges to land-grant institutions and to Extension educators.  The RCCI partnership with land-grant universities promises to bring more resources to the table as the community colleges create plans for viable communities.  The Ford Foundation provides funding for the RCCI.

“ENMU-Roswell is excited about the opportunity to bring all of the planning entities -- city, county, CCDF, Chambers of Commerce, RISD and others -- together to establish common goals that will benefit our region and its residents,” said Dr. Judy Armstrong, Provost.  “The goals of the grant are to improve workforce and community/economic development by expanding educational access, enhancing planning efforts, and including all of our residents in the process.” 

“We have a great core team, including Jane Batson, our Division of Health chair, who wrote the grant. Our team is very enthusiastic and working hard to learn everything there is to know about the ‘RCCI Moving From Vision to Action’ planning process.  Since other community colleges across the nation have already gone through the process and made significant strides, we have a wide group of people, experiences, and projects to use as resources as we develop our plan.  In the next few weeks, the core team will be enlisting many members of the community to serve on the expanded team and many more to serve on implementation teams once the goals are identified.  This is an outstanding process that will assist us in pulling together to move forward,” Armstrong said.  

The Rural Community College Initiative offers participating colleges the opportunity to attend RCCI institutes that showcase promising strategies, access to training on various community development topics, and information on best practices of rural areas that are economically, environmentally and culturally diverse.  In March, Armstrong and members of the core team-- Steve Henderson, Special Projects Coordinator, City of Roswell; Ray Baca, Executive Director, Roswell Hispano Chamber of Commerce; and Judy Stubbs, City Councilor-- attended the first RCCI Institute in Excelsior Springs, Missouri.  During the Institute, community colleges reaffirmed their commitment to positive community change. 

"The conference provided us specific guidelines to improve the economic development partnerships between ENMU-R and its service communities,” said Henderson. “The Rural Community College Initiative encourages community colleges to become pro-active in their service areas to improve educational access, job training and strengthen the overall economic development efforts of their communities. The conference focused on these goals,” he said. 

“I found the RCCI Conference to be very informative. I feel that once we implement this program, it will help to more unify our community, and better address our economic and educational issues,” said Baca. “Having ENMU-Roswell as a major stakeholder will enhance the efforts of the people of Roswell & Chaves County,” he said.
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