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DENTAL PROJECT RECEIVES GLOBAL RECOGNITION

The Chaves County Community Dental Initiative is receiving some special attention from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The dental initiative is one of 75 projects selected from hundreds of projects worldwide as representative of milestone projects funded by the foundation. The dental project will be highlighted by the foundation for its upcoming 75th anniversary celebration in 2004. The dental project is one of only 12 health related projects in the U.S. chosen by the foundation for this honor.

A documentation team from the foundation visited Roswell on April 28 and 29 to conduct interviews with local dentists, dental assistants, community leaders, Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell staff, Eastern New Mexico Medical Center staff, and families who have received services through the dental program. The team also shot video and still photographs of the project in operation at the dental clinic housed at the New Mexico Rehabilitation Center and of the dental van as it visited local elementary schools.      

Jane Batson, Division of Health Chair at ENMU-Roswell, coordinated the documentation team’s visit.  She said a planning grant from the foundation helped get the dental program started.  An additional foundation grant was received in 2001. By November, the foundation will produce a coffee table book, a video, and an electronic archive or e-book featuring each project on the Kellogg Foundation web site at www.wkkf.org.  

Thousands of children have been served through the dental project, which utilizes not only the van, but a clinic at the New Mexico Rehabilitation Center.  ENMU-Roswell also offers a dental assisting program, where students can receive hands-on experience working with dentists.  More than 20 partners now support the dental initiative.   
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