September 5, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: DONNA GUTIERREZ, 624-7404

ENMU-ROSWELL’S BATSON AND COMMUNITY LEADERS 

TO PRESENT AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Roswell will be well represented at an upcoming national economic development conference.  Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell’s Division of Health Chair, Jane Batson, and two community leaders have been selected to present two programs at the ‘Revitalizing Rural Economies – Rural Community College Alliance Conference’ in San Antonio, Texas October 6-8.  The presentations will describe the efforts of the core team to include all of the community's diverse voices in the planning to improve access to education and community development.  

Batson will present ‘Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell Addresses Critical Rural Health Access Issues.’  She will discuss the role of ENMU-Roswell in providing educational programs that include service learning.  The program specifically describes the development of a dental outreach program that incorporates the use of a mobile dental van and involves more than 20 community partners.  Since its inception in 1999, more than 6,000 children have received dental services in the community. 

Batson, Ray Baca, Executive Director of the Roswell Hispano Chamber of Commerce and Judy Stubbs, Roswell City Councilor, will present ‘Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell Neighborhood Partnership Challenges.’  They will discuss the process of involving community and neighborhood members in accessing education, identifying concerns and needs, and empowering an at-risk population to put a plan into action.  

The other RCCI core team members are:  Steve Henderson, City of Roswell; Scott Shoen, Principal, Mountain View Middle School; Robert Cobos, Principal, Mesa Middle School; Rev. Landjur Abukusumo, Chair, NAACP; Esther Lopez, Chaves County Development Foundation; Carlos Carrillo, Sunset Elementary School Principal; Dr. Judy Armstrong, Provost, ENMU-Roswell; Eugene Simmons, Director, Small Business Development Center; and Leslie Andrews, Principal, University High School.

Eastern New Mexico University-Roswell was selected by the Rural Community College Initiative (RCCI) to be part of a two-year demonstration program designed to promote community and economic development.  The local RCCI project will focus on the south side of Roswell, coordinating resources for economic development growth. 
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