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Miniseries Being Shot in N.M.; ENMU Grad Co-Producing 
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    LOS LUCEROS— Larry McMurtry said the Texas Rangers were too clean.
    The historian and Academy Award-winning author relayed the complaint to his partner and co-executive producer Diana Ossana during filming of the CBS miniseries "Comanche Moon," a prequel to McMurtry's 1986 Pulitzer Prize-winning "Lonesome Dove." Slated to air sometime during February 2007, the three-part series is being filmed around Santa Fe through July 7.
    "Larry watches the dailies every day" from their Tucson home, Ossana said Tuesday, clad in a "Brokeback Mountain" grip crew T-shirt, camouflage pants and a red bandana. "He called and said, 'The dailies are very good.' That's the best thing you're going to get. He said he had a problem with one line. I said, 'We already argued about that, so you're out of luck.' He's very specific."
    McMurtry and Ossana won the Academy Award for best adapted screenplay with "Brokeback Mountain." But McMurtry had long wanted to complete his "Lonesome Dove" TV saga, Ossana said. The story follows Texas Rangers Augustus McCrae and Woodrow F. Call some 15 years before the epic cattle drive of "Lonesome Dove" takes place.
    "It's two stories, really," Ossana said. "It's the story of Gus and Call in their early years. It's also a requiem to the Comanches."
    While the original series starred Robert Duvall and Tommy Lee Jones, in "Comanche Moon" the iconic characters are being played by Steve Zahn ("Riding in Cars With Boys") and Karl Urban ("The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King"). Pecos resident Val Kilmer plays Capt. Inish Scull and Rachel Griffiths ("Six Feet Under") plays his sexy wife.
    New Mexico will stand in for the Texas plains because it's Ossana's favorite state. She went to college at Portales' Eastern New Mexico University, where she majored in political science and English.
    "It's beautiful," she said, scanning the juniper-dotted mesa jutting behind the Rio Grande set. "There's something very special about this state. It's a magical place."
    On Tuesday, blustery weather and bovines unschooled in The Method provided the biggest challenge. The winds swirled dust across the set and into squinting eyes. A scene in which mud-caked cowpokes wrestle a steer to the ground for branding required multiple takes because "apparently they were looking for a cow that would react better," Paramount/CBS publicist Erin Earls said.
    Crew members clad in Ramones, Duran Duran and Jimi Hendrix T-shirts and crowned in headsets passed out chocolates, dangling silver spurs, tools and water bottles from their hands and hips.
    Ossana discounted the media's regular obituaries on the death of the Western.
    "Westerns are a part of American history," she said. "Even in Europe, they love Westerns. It's one of the highest rated miniseries in history. It's a good story with strong characters."
    Next Ossana and McMurtry will adapt his 2002 book "Boone's Lick" into a screenplay for a film starring Tom Hanks.
    Ossana keeps her Oscar on a windowsill in her living room with "all the other awards." She says the gay-themed "Brokeback's" failure to win the Best Picture Award was no surprise.
    "The last three weeks before the awards, I sensed that something was going on," she said. "Some older Academy filmmakers hadn't even seen it. Naturally you're disappointed, but my God, we'd had so many awards and so much attention that I couldn't be anything but grateful."
    Fans of the movie showered Ossana and McMurtry with "hundreds" of letters, she said.
    "They identified with the characters, the lost love, the lost opportunities— gay people, straight people, married people. It runs the gamut."

 
