Review for Victory in the Pacific.

This software is a produced by PBS HOME VIDEO.

This software examines the final year of World War II in the Pacific, including the rationale for using the atomic bomb, and features the first-hand recollection of both American and Japanese civilians and soldiers.. This film gives a rare glimpse at Japanese decision making in the months of the war Emperor Hirohito believed that one last battle will reverse Japan’s fortune. Victory in the Pacific chronicles the dreadful and unprecedented loss of life and decisions made by leaders on both sides that finally ended the war.

Stickybear’s ABC Deluxe-English -Spanish Review

Stickybear’s ABC Deluxe is alphabet-tutoring software in English and Spanish, produced by Optimum Resources, aimed at teaching the alphabets to students in Pre K – 
The program provides effective, multipurpose alphabet skill building activities for students in grades K through grade 1 in English or in Spanish.  In this program, students perform four activities using the alphabets, which require them to, “Pick it, Write it, Find it, and Say it. Three of these activities have two modes of operation - which provide useful, motivating skill practice in alphabet learning for children ages 3 - 6.

Teachers can control the material presented, make adjustments to the various activities, produce off-screen work sheets, and allow the students to create portfolio assessment sheets. Two modes of play, structure and unstructured, allow youngsters 

to learn through prompted direction or by the discovery method while lively animations and sound keep attention levels high.  Children are introduced to the fun and adventure of learning with Stickybear's ABC Deluxe, which provides a variety of instructional 

modes for every letter of the alphabet. The lesson plan book offers guidance on lesson preparation to the typing instructor.

Review for Early Learning Activities Deluxe.

. This software is an English and Spanish combination of early learning activities that enhance students’ learning of the alphabet, shapes, colors, writing, numbers, and opposites. THE CD ROM achieves its targeted goals and activities. It is a Drill and Practice software that can also be used to tutor students. The installation and setup is easy to follow. This software is interactive and can be used to teach a variety of subjects. It can be used at all age groups. This software is a produced by Optimum Resources.

Review for Science Court Water Cycle

       This software is an illustrative CDROM that explains the concept of the water circle in the story of a law suit. This Science Court package is one of a series of classroom CD-ROM titles designed to teach fundamental concept in elementary and middle school science. A humorous courtroom drama provides the vehicle for demonstration and explanations as lawyers battle over a case. The trial is being covered by a courtroom correspondent, Jen Betters. The students working in cooperative teams act as courtside commentators. At break time during the trials, Jen lead the students through a review of the facts, a hands-on activity, and a prediction about what will happen next. At the end of the trial the students predict how the jury will vote.

        The CD ROM is easy to install and it attains its   objectives by illustrating the process of water cycle. The software gives feedback to its users. It is recommended for grades 3 and above. Science Court is fun and is a great learning experience.

.

Review for Math Mysteries

       This software is an illustrative CDROM that begin with simple, single step problems and lead up to complex, multi-step operations. Student first build skills by identifying the problem and the important information.. They moved on to structuring complex solutions, using a mix of operations and determining the correct sequence of steps. The teacher is important in the Math Mysteries process because he models the process of solving the word problems by organizing and presenting the whole class activity according to curriculum requirements. When the students follow the mystery on their own or in pairs,, the teacher monitors their progress, diagnoses particular problems and keep students accountable  for their performance.

Review for The Graph Club 2.0

       Graph Club is produced by Tom Snyder Productions Graphs are powerful communication tool, but they can be very challenging. Graph Club provides a motivating, manipulative environment that introduces students to the power of graphs and gives then the skills they need to organize, display, and interpret data effectively. This software is designed for students in grades K-4. It is an innovative and easy to use tool for creating exploring, interpreting, and printing graphs. The graph club students create and compare up to five different representations of the same data, in form of a picture graph, bar graph, line graph, circle graph and   Table. They describe, interpret and print the graphs in a variety of lay outs and sizes.. This program also includes a built in library of cross curricular activities aligned to state and NCTM standards.

Review for EXPO: Magic of The White City

       Narrated by Gene Wilder, Expo-Magic of the White City explores 1893 through cinematic visit to Chicago’s Columbian Exposition. Many of the world’s greatest achievements in art, architecture, science, technology and culture are unveiled there.  This DVD is an episode of local history that most locals have heard of, but few know much about: Chicago’s 1893 World’s fair.

Review for Johnstown Flood

       Johnstown Flood is based on stories of those who survived the 40 foot wall of water that devastated the 18 mile valley between Johnstown, Pennsylvania and the Conemaugh Lake. Prior to the flood disaster, adults and children bustled around the booming and prosperous industrial city of Johnstown. The dam exploded unleashing 20 million tons of water.  This is the story of the people who survived on of the worst floods in North America. Through documented and illustrative firsthand accounts from survivors of the flood, the actual event is brought to life along with the terror of death by drowning, immolation, impaling and crushing. This unique fast paced documentary DVD brings the catastrophe alive with a mixture of intense live action, personal stories and period of photographs and engravings.

Review for Graph Master

       Graph Master is produced by Tom Snyder Productions Graphs are powerful communication tool, but they can be very challenging. Graph Master  is a powerful easy-to-use data analysis tool for grades 4-8, that allows you to meet state and NCTM standards  as your students collect, graph,  analyze, and present data.

Review for Decisions Decisions

       Decisions Decisions Colonization introduces many important social studies issues and topics in the history of American Colonization, including: 

· Reasons for establishing a colony,

· Methods used in establishing colonies,

· Types of colonies established in the new world

· Issues of colonial rights and responsibilities

· The economics of supporting a colony

· Issues of colonial government

Review for Mathematical Modeling: Using graphs and Matrices

Discussion of Matrices and their visual representations can be introduced at the Grade seven or eight level which man progress into deeper mathematical ideas. Students learn about the problem of when two graphs look differently but they are actually the same, or equal. This program helps students rearrange the graph without changing its properties. Students also learn what the central point in a graph is, the diameter.  Students learn population prediction matrices, studying line graphs. Students also learn the difference between connectivity matrix and a shortest paths matrix. Students will also develop a sense of central point as a result of using this software in terms of connections and distances between locations.
Review Step up to Writing

This program is produced by Sopris West. The program trains students to have a basic, practical, and helpful instruction about writing assignments, assessments, and everyday writing tasks, for learners in all age groups. The programs enables teachers improve the writing skills of all their students regardless of ability level, with this multisensory, classroom proven teaching strategies and student writing activities. Used with great success by thousands of teachers these strategies are collected in this easy to use program.

 With Step up to Writing   you can teach students to write clear, organized paragraphs, reports and essays, raise overall writing assessment scores, enable students to complete assignments, and prepare students for real world writing. This software also has the features of scoring rubrics, sequencing of skills for writing strategies, and topics for writing prompts.

Stickybear Typing Review

Stickybear Typing is educational typing tutor software, produced by Optimum Resources, aimed at teaching typing skills to students in grades 3 and higher. There are three activities in Stickybear Typing. 

Stickybear Keypress is most appropriate for young players, beginners, and anyone seeking to review the keyboard, home key position, and each of the keys in turn. The lessons are structured toward enabling mastery of the entire keyboard in 30 levels. 

Stickybear Stories allows typing practice with real text in a choice of categories, using the entire keyboard. Hundreds of facts, jokes, stories, riddles, and complex paragraphs are available for timed and accuracy exercises. 

Stickybear Thump builds typing speed in a fast-action game. Letter groups become progressively harder (through the 30 levels) until the entire keyboard is mastered.

Vocabulary Development II
Optimum Resources produced Vocabulary Development II. The Vocabulary Development II program presents a series of practice exercises which are designed to help high school students increase vocabulary as they strengthen reading skills.  Students work with appropriate-level sentences, which follow common vocabulary rules. Students relate their current knowledge of vocabulary to the context in which they discover an unfamiliar word utilizing a variety of contextual aids. This program illustrates synonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes, homophones, multiple meanings and context clues, allowing students to apply experience and context to generate meanings for unfamiliar words and to more accurately define known words. The questions are structured to assist users in developing the ability to increase vocabulary by understanding prefixes and suffixes. Vocabulary Development II uses material appropriate for grades 8 through 12.  This software is a drill and practice type of software, which involves repeated exercises, based on the objectives of each lesson.  The installation of the software consists of easy steps labeled on the CD, which the installer will have to follow through. When the setup is complete, click OK and read the “ReadMe Guide” which serves as a user manual for the software. To begin the program, click “Start” and select “Programs” Vocabulary Development will be listed. The “ReadMe” guide is readable and quite helpful in using the software.  Each lesson seeks to attain specifically some educational goals and the software attains these goals at the end. The software is interactive, the user chooses the correct answer among others.  Teachers may customize the program, or review a student’s progress, may enter the hidden Teacher Options section from the Enter Name panel by pressing the unlabeled bar in the upper left corner of the screen, where levels for each student, progress reports, test and take-home printouts, and custom stories are available. This software is suitable for students in High school and above. In a nutshell, this software is successful in attaining its educational goals.

Parts of Speech Review

Optimum Resources’ Parts of Speech is comprehensive computer software program for elementary through middle school.   Designed to address language arts curriculum guidelines, Parts of Speech is an interactive program which serves as drill and practice, focusing on the active learner. Parts of Speech is presented in four activities to reflect the competencies required at each level of understanding and the related developmental stage of the young student. Parts of Speech is designed to increase grammar and vocabulary skills as students strengthen their reading and writing ability.

Students identify nouns, pronouns, proper nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections from word list and from within sentences and paragraphs.  Utilizing a variety of timed and un-timed activities, this program encourages students to actively define parts of speech.

Review of Destination America: The People and Cultures that created a Nation
Destination America: The People and Culture that created a Nation is produced by PBS Video. Their faces have changed not their reasons: in flights from poverty, persecution and war, they are drawn by the shimmering promise of America. Destination America looks at the driving forces that have compelled individuals to immigrate to America for century, and have remained constant throughout history –economic opportunity, religious freedom and artistic expansion. The DVD also looks at the particular forces that drive women to come to America in search of opportunities and the basic human rights they had been denied in their homelands. Dramatic contemporary stories are the centerpieces of each episode along with portraits of immigrants who came before. Destination America focuses on the world the immigrants left behind, the roots that defined them and the frustrations, hardships, discontents and ambitions that made and continue to make America their destination.

Review of THE SIXTIES: The Years That Shaped a Generation

The Sixties: The Years that shaped a Generation dwells with a time when a generation rebelled and lost its innocence.  From the Vietnam War to the struggle for racial equality to the birth of a counter culture explosion, the 1960s were a decade of change, experimentation and hope that transformed an entire nation. The Sixties: The Years that  Shaped a generation traces events of one of the most turbulent and influential periods of political and cultural change in the  20th Century and the powerful impact forced on an entire  generation. This two hours documentary features revealing interviews with prominent figures of the era. There is disagreement today even on the failures and accomplishments that were born from 1960s, but one thing is certain- there has never been a time quite like this.

Review for MATH FACTMASTER
Math Factmaster provides students from Grades1-6 with careful tailored, individualized instruction for the mastery learning of basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. This program aids teachers by planning and presenting, tracking and reporting each student’s progress as he or she masters the facts. This program is a student’s private and patient tutor, who remembers what fact the student is working on from one session to the next. As the student master facts in a session, the program analyzes the student’s base of mastered facts and response times and then carefully chooses new facts for the student to work on.

Review for Gettysburg and Stories of Valor
Civil War Minutes III.

Gettysburg stories of Valor Civil war minutes III focuses on one of the most exciting period in the United States history, America’s civil war. This 3 hours documentary captures scenic beauty of the Gettysburg battlefield, examines rare civil war artifacts and tell personal stories of the men who fought in the war.

The most famous and perhaps most important conflict of the civil war occurred July 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, 1863 in the small town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. A quite town which turned to a War zone as the South invades the Northern states for the first time, colliding at the Battle of Gettysburg. This move of bold aggression is a key turning point in the war and forever changes the course of American History
Review for JOURNEY OF MAN
Journey of man answers the question, “Where do we all come from?” Today some six billion people are spread across the planet. But there was a time-not so long ago- when the human species numbered only a few thousands and their world was a single continent: Africa. Then something happened, a small group left their African homeland to a journey to the unknown, hostile world. Against impossible odds, these extraordinary explorers not only survived but went on to conquer the earth. Their story could well be told through the science of genetics as revealed in this DVD

Review for WABC: Basic Concept Formation 

Assessment and Intervention CEU Seminar
This software is a 3 hours taping of a live presentation on May 12, 2004 by Elisabeth Wiig to the special Education Department of Dallas Independent School District and is registered through ASHA for 3 CEUs.


In this presentation, Dr. Wiig discusses when, how and where basic concepts become critical for the preschool child. She also explains the conceptualization of the Wiig Assessment of Basic Concepts (“WABC”) the overall design of the instrument, and stimulus item content. Activities and detailed descriptions of case histories are included to help the clinician evaluate and choose practical intervention approaches.
Review for Working Phonics
Working Phonics is a complete reading software program for students at reading levels ranging from kindergarten through grade 3. The focus of Working Phonics is phonemic awareness. Features of working phonics include

A Compilation of 84 high interest reading activities is one of the features of the CD.

Practice and more than 1,200 high use reading words, and much more….

Review for Prime Time Math Fire!
Prime Time Math is one of a series of classroom CDROM titles that engage your math students in real world problem solving within a dramatic context. The dramas follow the challenges of professional rescue and emergency teams as they face an everyday crisis. Students watch videos, record data, solve math problems, and cooperate as a team in response to the scenario. They also articulate their problem-solving as well as their mathematical answers, in a whole-class activity.

