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Finding families for children from ages 8-13 in New Mexico has become more difficult, according to Patty Saylor, district supervisor of the New Mexico Children Youth and Families Department. Saylor’s district, which covers Roosevelt, Curry, DeBaca, Quay and Harding counties has a need both foster and adoptive families that will take children who take children who are either biracial or of African-American decent. 
“Many do not want to take the chance on children in that age group,” said Saylor. The Eastern New Mexico University graduate said that there is financial support available for families who wish to adopt. “There is tons of support that we have which includes monthly stipends, vouchers for travel and training,” said Saylor. 

She said that the children also are covered with a Medicaid card to cover medical expenses. Saylor added that the children and parents each have their own social worker, all covered by federal and state funds. 
She explained that in order to become an adoptive parent, individuals have to go through 27 hours of training. Saylor said that the process of adoption can take anywhere from 90 days to six months. “Individuals will have to go through an intrusive home-study process, which involves interviews and criminal background checks on the local, federal and state levels,” she said. “We will tend to overlook minor offenses, because we are seeking people who want to help the children.” 

In her position as district supervisor, Saylor said that on average she is looking to place five children a month in homes. “On occasions, we do get sibling groups that may have six children that we make every effort not to split up,” said Saylor. 
Saylor said that the need for adoptive families is great especially, in Roosevelt and Curry counties. “We have been trying to understand why families there aren’t adopting children.”
Saylor speculates that much of the reason that families aren’t participating were the potential closure of Cannon Air Force Base, just outside of Clovis.  “I am guessing that many were unsure of the status of Cannon and what effect that it would have on the economy,” said Saylor
Marsha Buesgens, regional manager for CYFD’s Placement Service Program and Eastern New Mexico University resource faculty member for social work, echoes Saylor’s thoughts. 

“The situation is not good,” said Buesgens of the adoption system in New Mexico. “We have 100 families waiting to adopt children who are from newborn to five-years-old.”

Buesgens said that this isn’t the age group with the greatest adoption needs.
“We are in serious need of families that are willing to adopt or foster-parent older children,” Buesgens said.   
Buesgens agreed that one of the possible reasons for CYFD’s difficulties in eastern New Mexico with recruiting adoptive families was the uncertainty of the future of Cannon Air Force Base.  
“I want people to know that older kids want to be adopted, too,” she said. 

Eastern New Mexico University social work graduate Patricia Garza (BSW, 06) of Hobbs adopted children that were under her care when she was a foster parent. 
“I began to realize that it was hard to let the children go,” said Garza, who has two biological children of her own. According to Garza, the four children that she adopted, now ages 10, 8, 7 and 5, are treated as if they were biological brother and sisters by her two children. “It was heartbreaking for me to let the children go when CYFD asked me to take the picture of one of them and write a summary about them,” said Garza. “It was like giving up my own biological kids.”

During this time, Garza was also perusing her social work degree at Eastern New Mexico University. “I was very organized and had the will and the passion for social work,” Garza said. She said that it wasn’t difficult for her to balance her home life with her school work. “My kids have many things to consume their time with, “she said. “I was willing to do whatever it took.” Garza added that she also agrees that there is a great need for families to adopt in the state and wishes more would do so. 
One person who concurs with Garza’s comment is fellow ENMU graduate Kelly Alford, who adopted five kids of her own. 

“Many people do not realize that you don’t need a big house to adopt a child, it’s a big heart,” said Alford, a 1984 graduate of Eastern. Alford added that she has received many joys from adopting.  “It has been incredibly awesome,” she said. 
Alford said that her two biological children, Hillary, now a graduate from Eastern and Davina, currently a sophomore at Eastern, have influences in the children’s lives. “My girls don’t look at the other children I have adopted as their adopted siblings,” she said. “They look at them as their brother and sisters.”

She said that ENMU assistant professor of social work Barbara Palantone was someone she could rely on when she needed advise about adoption. “Barbara was my original adoption placement worker on my first two (when she worked for CYFD),” said Alford. “I put in my application with her as well and she was with me through the entire process.”
Alford added that Palantone is an amazing person. “She is someone who you can feel open with and very comfortable to talk to.” She said that she saw Palantone as a people person who was very supportive of her through the adoption process. 

“Eastern gained a very good person (Palantone) when she left CYFD,” Alford said. 
Alford said that there is still a great need for adoption in New Mexico and people need to get over the fear factor of going through the process.
“More people need to take a look at adoption,” she said. 

