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September 25, 2006
 
Updates from the Cabinet Secretary of Higher Education 

Register Now for Governor Richardson’s 2006 Summit on Higher Education on October 16
Registration is filling fast for the Governor’s Summit on Higher Education on Monday, October 16, at the Marriott Pyramid in Albuquerque. Early Bird Registration ends September 29. For details and to register, visit www.hed.state.nm.us or contact NMHED’s Brandon Trujillo at 505-476-6540 or brandon.trujillo@state.nm.us. For accommodations, contact Marriott Pyramid, 800-262-6540, and request the group rate for the Governor’s Summit on Higher Education, http://marriott.com/property/guestrooms/abqmc. 
 

Post-Summit Meetings, Higher Education Advisory Board Slated for October 17 
NMHED is coordinating post-summit group meetings on Tuesday morning, October 17, for the following areas of interest: 
            Academic Affairs 
            Alignment/Dual Credit 
            Budget and Finance
Capital Projects
Financial Aid
            Leadership
            Research and Planning
All meetings will be held at the summit hotel, the Albuquerque Marriott Pyramid, from 9 – 11:30 a.m., with the exception of the Financial Aid group, which will meet at the CNM Workforce Training Center from 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. For more information, contact NMHED at 505-476-6500. 
 

New Mexico Higher Education Advisory Board Meeting October 17 in Albuquerque
The New Mexico Higher Education Advisory Board will meet on Tuesday, October 17, 2006, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the Marriott Pyramid, 5151 San Francisco Road NE in Albuquerque. The public is welcome to attend. The agenda will be available 24 hours prior to the meeting date. Agendas may be picked up at NMHED’s offices at 1068 Cerrillos Road in Santa Fe or viewed at www.hed.state.nm.us. For information, and for individuals with disabilities who require this information in an alternative format or need any form of auxiliary aid to attend or participate in this meeting, please call 505-476-6500.
 

Funding Formula Presentations to be Made to LFC on September 28
On Thursday, September 28, aspects of the funding formula will be addressed at the Legislative Finance Committee. Dr. Paul Lingenfelter, President of the State Higher Education Executive Officers, will speak on the topic of Best Practices for Higher Education Funding; Ms. Maralyn Budke, chair of the Formula Enhancement Task Force, will make a presentation on the recommendations of the Formula Enhancement Task Force; and Higher Education Secretary Dr. Beverlee J. McClure will provide a Preview of Higher Education Funding Formula Outlook for FY08. The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. and will be held at the State Capitol in Room 307. 
 

 

Request for Submittal of Legislative Priorities
As a reminder, NMHED can best serve our colleges and universities and New Mexico’s students when the Department is kept well informed. Knowledge in advance of each institution’s legislative priorities will assist the Department in supporting those requests. Please send your institution’s legislative priorities to NMHED’s Special Assistant to the Cabinet Secretary Brandon Trujillo at brandon.trujillo@state.nm.us, or contact Brandon at 505-476-6540.
 
NMHED Appreciates Host Institutions for Regional Budget and Capital Outlay Hearings 
The Department recently held regional Budget and Capital Outlay hearings across the state. For the first time, these two separate hearings were held at the same time to provide a more complete financial perspective for each institution. NMHED wishes to thank the host institutions and their hardworking staff for accommodating the needs of the Department and those of the college and university representatives presenting at the hearings. Special thanks goes to Clovis Community College’s President John Neibling and Aspen Marshall; Northern New Mexico College’s President Dr. Jose Griego and Josephine Aguilar; University of New Mexico’s President David Harris, Kenedi Pollard, and Keelie Garcia; and Western New Mexico University’s President Dr. John Counts and Carmen Maynes. 
 

NMHED Receptionist Hours Expanded
Due to the enthusiastic response from our institutions and the public, the Department’s extended summertime hours will be continued through the end of the year. Receptionists will answer the main phone line, 505-476-6500, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. We appreciate the positive feedback and look forward to continuing to improve the Department’s service to New Mexico. 
 
Reminder: Film Boot Camp RFPs Due October 2
This is a reminder for institutions interested in obtaining a grant to host a Film Boot Camp for high school students that the deadline for submitting an RFP to the Department is October 2. All New Mexico public and tribal colleges and universities are eligible. Funding will be allocated to expand and develop partnerships with high school students and colleges and universities to train filmmakers in every aspect of production. For details, contact NMHED’s Brandon Trujillo, Special Assistant to the Cabinet Secretary, at 505-476-6540 or brandon.trujillo@state.nm.us or visit www.hed.state.nm.us.  
 

Education Bond Issue B Slated to Go to the Polls on November 7 
On November 7, every voting New Mexican will be given the opportunity to make a positive difference for our state’s universities and colleges. Regardless of what county you live in, or your political affiliation, voting for higher education is the right thing to do.
 

It’s time again for citizens to cast their vote on the General Obligation Bond for Education, also known as Bond B. The bond issue is placed on the ballot by the New Mexico State Legislature every two years. The 2006 cycle proposes allocating nearly $118 million for capital improvements to New Mexico Higher Education Institutions and Constitutional Special Schools. 
 
“No one debates the importance of education,” agreed former New Mexico governors Garrey Carruthers and Toney Anaya, honorary statewide co-chairs of the 2006 G.O. Bond for Education Campaign Committee. “On November 7, we encourage every voting New Mexican to support Bond B because better education means a better tomorrow for everyone. We all lose if education doesn’t win.”  
 

A few capital improvements slated for New Mexico schools include: 
         University of New Mexico will design and construct a new college of education building, health sciences center education building and science and mathematics learning center, among other projects statewide.    
         Central New Mexico Community College, formerly TVI, will build more classroom space and a new technology building.
         Eastern New Mexico University branch in Roswell will use the money towards an allied health center and dental clinic facilities.  
         New Mexico Military Institute will renovate and preserve existing buildings.
         New Mexico State University will remodel and build new physics facilities among other infrastructure upgrades and improvements around the state, including expansion of the math and science building at the Alamogordo branch.  
         New Mexico School for the Deaf will design, construct and equip renovations of Dillon and Connor Halls
 

What is the cost to tax payers? The general obligation bond is funded by property taxes collected by The State of New Mexico. The cost will equal approximately $.32 per thousand dollars of the taxable value of property—down from $.34 during the 2002 bond cycle. For example, citizens will pay an average of $10.17 per year on property with an assessed value of $100,000. 
 

2006 Education Bond B Project Listing by Institution; Total for Bond Issue B: $117,995,000
Central New Mexico Community College, $11,300,000
      Design, build classroom and technology building (Bernalillo)                 
Clovis Community College, $3,000,000                      
Allied health center (Curry)                                 
Luna Community College, $2,000,000
      Multipurpose education center (San Miguel)                                 
Mesalands Community College, $1,500,000
      Academic building (Quay)
New Mexico Junior College, $1,245,000
      Remodel former Cowboy Hall of Fame for new classrooms (Lea)                     
      Testing center (Lea)
San Juan College, $800,000
      Outdoor learning center demonstration gardens (San Juan)
Santa Fe Community College, $3,000,000
      Allied health and science building (Santa Fe)
Eastern New Mexico University, $11,550,000
Renovate music building at main campus (Roosevelt)
Allied health center at Roswell branch (Chaves)
Dental clinic facilities at Roswell branch (Chaves)
Expansion of the instructional center at Ruidoso branch (Lincoln)                      
New Mexico Highlands University, $11,000,000         
      Renovate Burris Hall (San Miguel)                                                  
      Design, build Felix Martinez building (San Miguel)                                   
      Design, build student services center (San Miguel)                                  
New Mexico Military Institute, $3,400,000
      Renovate and expand Dow Hall      (Chaves)
New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, $3,000,000
      Purchase land, design, build, equip facility to house early 
                  childhood program (Bernalillo)                    
New Mexico School for the Deaf, $7,000,000
      Design, construct, equip renovations of Dillon and Connor 
Halls (Santa Fe)
New Mexico State University, $22,900,000
      Design, build renovations and expansion for Gardiner
 Hall (Dona Ana)                                                              
      Design, build addition to the health and social services 
building (Dona Ana)                                                                    
      Design, build Native American Cultural Center (Dona Ana)                    
      Design, build addition to the Reidlinger math and science
                  building at Alamogordo branch (Otero)                                                      
                                                            Infrastructure renovation, expansion and deferred maintenance 
                  at Carlsbad branch (Eddy)                                                   
Design, build East Mesa Center at Dona Ana branch (Dona Ana)                    
      Plan, design college and community library center at Grants 
                  branch (Cibola)                                                                                 
New Mexico Tech, $7,500,000
      Design, build Joseph A. Fidel student services center (Socorro)                       
      Design, build renovations for Kelly and Jones halls (Socorro)                
Northern New Mexico Community College, $3,300,000
      Design, build plaza at El Rito campus (Rio Arriba)                      
      Design, build building for teacher and general education (Rio Arriba)
University of New Mexico, $18,500,000
      Design, build college of education building (Bernalillo)                            
      Design, build health sciences center education building (Bernalillo)      
      Design, build science and mathematics learning center (Bernalillo)
      Design, build technology center and classroom building at 
                  Gallup campus (McKinley)                                       
      Design, build renovations to instructional facilities at Los 
                  Alamos campus (Los Alamos)                                                        
      Design, build lecture hall at Los Alamos campus (Los Alamos)             
      Expand career technical multipurpose facility at Taos campus (Taos)
      Design, build, equip improvements, including upgrading 
                  security and lighting systems, landscaping and additions 
at Valencia campus (Valencia)                                                       
Western New Mexico University, $7,000,000
      Renovate career and technical education center (Grant)                         
      Design, build and equip the renovation and expansion of the 
                  Juan Chacon Building (Grant)                                                         
 

The 2006 G.O. Bond for Education Campaign Committee is a consortium of representatives from New Mexico institutions of higher education, and is financed by private funding. The Committee’s primary objective is to advocate, through a statewide public education campaign, for the passage of Bond B and continued funding of capital improvements at New Mexico schools. For more information, contact Dr. Gerald M. Burke, Chairman of GO Bonds for Higher Education Campaign, at 505-522-1742. Media may contact Alexis Kerschner, Rick Johnson & Company, at 505-266-7220 or akerschner@rjc.com. 
 
NMHU, UNM, NMSU to Host AP Summer Institutions for NM High School Students
New Mexico Highlands University Dean of Education Dr. Francisco Hidalgo has received notification from New Mexico’s Public Education Secretary Dr. Veronica Garcia that the University has been awarded $300,000 to conduct Advanced Placement (AP) Summer Institutes for New Mexico high school teachers. Highlands will collaborate with the University of New Mexico and New Mexico State University to co-host Institutes in both Albuquerque and Las Cruces. 
 

According to CollegeBoard.com, the College Board administers AP across the nation. High schools from the entire nation select their best students for AP classes and assign their best teachers to teach those classes. Through AP, students have the opportunity to earn credit or advanced standing at many of the nation's colleges and universities. Students get a head start on college level work by improving on writing skills and problem-solving techniques. A student’s score on their AP exam determines the amount of college credit earned. AP also helps students develop study habits necessary for tackling the rigorous course work required at college level.  According to Hidalgo, statistics show that high school students who participate in these advanced courses are more likely to have a successful college experience.
 

“This (funding) provides Highlands with renewed leadership in its roles in preparing teachers for advanced placement and improving student academic performance and retention,” said Hidalgo. 
 

Highlands has been training AP teachers for the last 11 years; however, additional funding will now allow the university to expand its training to the southern part of the state and to remove the school districts’ burden of paying for this training from their own limited budgets. Hidalgo expects to attract approximately 600 high school and middle school teachers for the two, one-week institute sessions that will be offered next summer. The first session will be held at UNM in Albuquerque during the second week of June 2007; the second session will be held at NMSU in Las Cruces during the third week of June 2007. Teachers who have previously participated in the intensive, one-week training include those who teach art, calculus, chemistry, English, math, statistics, U.S. history, biology, physics, Spanish, U.S. government and politics, and world history. 
 

According to the College Board, in 2006, 10,322 New Mexico students took AP exams, a 6.9% increase over 2005. About 87% of those who took the exam were public school students. Preparation for the Summer Institutes will begin in October. Contact NMHU’s Wendy Anne Quintana, University Relations, at 505-454-3387 or waquintana@nmhu.edu.
                                                                                        
Important Dates
September 27-29     NM Technology in Education (K-20) Conference, Albuquerque 
September 28                       NMHED Presentation to LFC on Formula Enhancement
September 30           Deadline for Public Service Law Loan Repayment Assistance application 
October 2                   New Course Submissions for General Education Common Core Due
October 2                   NMHED Film Boot Camp RFP Due 
October 2                   NMHED Residency Requirement Meeting for Public Institution Registrars 
October 8                    The College Bulletin insert distributes statewide in the Sunday Journal 
October 12                 NMHED Capital Project Review and Approval Meeting
October 15                 National College Fair - Albuquerque Convention Center
October 16                 Governor’s Summit on Higher Education, Albuquerque
October 17 9:30 am Statewide academic, financial aid, business officer, and research meetings
October 17 1:30 pm Higher Education Advisory Board meeting, Albuquerque 
October 18-20                       Legislative Education Study Committee, Santa Fe
November 3-5                       New Mexico Adult Education Association Annual Conference
November 13-17       National ABE State Directors Training, Washington, D.C.
November 15-17       Legislative Education Study Committee, Santa Fe
November 16             NMHED Capital Project Review and Approval meeting
November 27-29       ABE SIPI site evaluation visit
 

Issues of the weekly e-newsletter Updates from the Cabinet Secretary of Higher Education are posted to www.hed.state.nm.us. To be added to the distribution list, visit www.hed.state.nm.us and complete the form under Cabinet Secretary. Thank you.
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