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El Portal winners announced, reading to be held on Feb. 23
A special reading and art exhibit for winners of the Fall 2006 El Portal writing competition will be held at 4 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 23, at Ground Zero. During this time winners, as well as some of the contributing writers, will have an opportunity to read selections from their writings. Artists may also display and talk about their artwork.

The Fall 2006 issue of El Portal is a special edition dedicated to the late Dr. Jack Williamson and features a science fiction theme, along with a glossy, full-color fantasy-themed cover with artwork titled “Fury” by Eastern New Mexico University student Erica March.
“I am extremely exciting about this latest issue of El Portal. Since it is dedicated to Jack Williamson, I really wanted to make it special, and with a total of 60 pages, from front to back cover, it is one of the biggest editions of the magazine to be printed,” said Helena Rodriguez, editor of the Fall 2006 edition.

“I’m especially excited about the entries in this edition which I feel are extremely creative and represent a variety of literary genres and art forms,” Rodriguez said. “We had a total of 30 artists and writers, including students, faculty and staff, whose work was accepted for publication. Writers contributed everything from sci-fi and dramatic short stories to whimsical and passionate poetry.”
The latest edition of El Portal features nine pieces of artwork, nine short stories, including one written in both English and Spanish, 38 poems and an interview with Jack Williamson. 
Only students are eligible to compete for El Portal prizes. Winners of the Fall 2006 El Portal writing competition are as follows:

Short story – First place, “Bliss” by Lukas Cash; second place, “My Brother’s Keeper” by Jessica Kravchak and third place, “Outings” by Rhomylly B. Forbes.

Poetry – First place, “Interrupted” by Laura Holder; second place, “Three Women Waiting on a Bench” by Laura Holder and third place, “My Daughter, Our Daughters” by Tasha Vice.


Artwork – First place, “Self Portrait” by Paul Montgomery; second place, “Flower” by Christina Garza and third place, “Fury” by Erica March.
El Portal is the magazine of literature and art for Eastern New Mexico University. El Portal and the El Portal awards are funded by a grant from the Jack Williamson Trust. 

El Portal is currently being printing at University Printing. Copies of the issue will be available at the reading. All winners, contributing writers, as well as interested students and staff are welcome to attend the reading on Friday. For more information call Rodriguez at 562-3873.
