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IDEAL-NM Program Council Receives Innovation Award from State Governments-WEST 
The Council for State Governments-WEST has announced that New Mexico’s IDEAL-NM (Innovative Digital Education and Learning) program was one of eight national winners to receive the 2009 Council for State Governments (CSG) Innovation Award. Each year, CSG’s four national regions select two winners for the national award. IDEAL-NM was one of six finalists for the government innovation award among 22 applicants in the western region, and 97 applications nationally. The award will be presented in November. 


IDEAL-NM provides eLearning services to New Mexico P-12 schools, higher education institutions, and government agencies. While many states have virtual programming for high schools, and all have higher education involvement in eLearning, New Mexico is the first state in the nation to create a statewide eLearning system that encompasses all aspects of learning from traditional public and higher education environments to teacher professional development, continuing education and workforce education. The initiative reduces geographic and capacity barriers to educational opportunity while increasing the digital literacy skills students need to participate in a global economy. The program is a collaboration of the New Mexico Public Education Department and NMHED, and a key element to Governor Richardson’s Graduate New Mexico, It’s Everybody’s Business initiative to bring 10,000 high school dropouts back to school.

“I am proud of New Mexico’s innovation in government,” said Governor Richardson. “IDEAL-NM expands educational opportunities from middle school, to college and career, and on into the workforce. It’s a smart investment of taxpayer dollars that also reduces travel costs and benefits the environment.”    

“Students taking IDEAL-NM courses have greater than a 95% pass rate from credit recovery to advancement. It connects more students to highly qualified teachers, allows districts to expanded curriculum, and allows all districts free access and use of state-developed curriculum and other technology tools,” said Secretary García. IDEAL-NM has the potential to greatly impact student success in New Mexico.” 

 
“IDEAL-NM exemplifies the positive outcomes of innovative and well-considered partnerships – specifically that of higher education and public education working hand in hand to help students succeed in college and career,” said New Mexico Cabinet Secretary of Higher Education Dr. Vi Florez. “Together, through initiatives such as IDEAL-NM, we will continue to increase educational attainment and expand professional development opportunities for New Mexicans.” 

IDEAL-NM has had more than 2,000 middle and high school enrollments in 53 courses.. Thirty-one state agencies are currently participating in online training for state employees and 13 higher education institutions offer online courses through IDEAL-NM’s shared technology.

CSG is a region-based forum that fosters the exchange of insights and ideas to help state officials shape public policy. CSG established the Innovations Awards Program in 1986 to bring greater visibility to exemplary state programs and practices. The program is the only comprehensive national awards program that focuses exclusively on state programs and policies. For more on IDEAL-NM visit www.ideal-nm.org, and on the Council for State Governments, visit www.csg.org. 
	
	2009 Important Dates in New Mexico Higher Education
	

	Date
	Event
	Location

	October 15
	WICHE Loan-for Service Applications Due
	

	October 18-24
	Adult Education and Family Literacy Week
	

	October 21-23
	NMTIE 2009 Conference
	Ruidoso

	October 22-24
	NMAEA Annual Conference
	Ruidoso

	November 10
	Innovate-Educate, LANL Foundation Math & Science Conference  
	Pojoaque


NM GEAR UP and Coronado High School Host Book Signing Student Assembly with Onesimo Vigil

NM GEAR UP recently hosted a Student Assembly Coronado High School in Gallina. The event featured guest speaker Onesimo Vigil. Mr. Vigil, a successful entrepreneur, is the author of “Chicano Millionaires.” Mr. Vigil was introduced by NM GEAR UP Northern Regional Coordinator Angelo Jaramillo, who reiterated the importance of staying in school, developing study skills, and attending college in order to be successful. Mr. Vigil, speaking to the entire student body, shared his personal life story of growing-up in the barrios of Santa Fe and working his way through high school, college, graduate school, family life, and a successful career. At the conclusion of the assembly, students and staff met with Mr. Vigil one on one. The event was filmed by Coronado HS students. For information, contact Angelo at 505.476.8428 or angelo.jaramillo@state.nm.us. 
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IRS Announces ARRA Changes to Hope Credit 
As part of the Education provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, for tax years 2009 and 2010, the American Opportunity Tax Credit makes temporary changes to the education credit knows as the Hope Credit. 

· The new credit modifies the existing Hope Credit, making it available to a broader range of taxpayers, including higher income taxpayers and those who owe no tax. 

· The Hope Credit can now be claimed for the first four years of postsecondary education. Previously the credit could be claimed for only the first two years of postsecondary education.  

· The maximum amount of the credit is increased to $2,500 per student. In addition, 40% of the credit may be refundable. 

· A new tax benefit is available to taxpayers with college savings plans (commonly known as 529 plans) 

· The term “qualified tuition and related expenses” has been expanded to include expenditures for “course materials” (books, supplies, and equipment needed for a course of study).

 
The IRS recommends that New Mexico’s colleges and universities place their link on their campus websites:   

 http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205674,00.html. For information, contact the IRS’ Governmental Liaison for Arizona and New Mexico Monica Orona at 602-636-9471. 

Reminder! Deadline Oct. 15: WICHE Loan-for Service Applications Due
NMHED’s Financial Aid Division is accepting applications for the WICHE Loan-for-Service program through October 15. Call 1.800.279.9777 or visit www.hed.state.nm.us. 
November 10: On the Road to 2012: Transforming K-12 Math & Science Teaching and Learning
Innovate-Educate New Mexico and the LANL Foundation, in conjunction with the New Mexico Public Education Department and NMHED, are sponsoring a Math & Science Conference On the Road to 2012: Transforming K-12 Math & Science Teaching and Learning on Tuesday, November 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Hilton Santa Fe Buffalo Thunder Resort in Pojoaque.
New Mexico Project 2012 is a plan for transformational change in K-12 math and science education in our State. Initiated by NMPED’s Math and Science Bureau and Math and Science Advisory Council, Project 2012's mission is to raise New Mexico’s student achievement in math and science to fifth in the nation by the year 2012. The initiative seeks to engage many partners, including government, schools, and community groups, towards achieving its mission. The LANL Foundation's Conference on Education will bring together students, parents, K-12 teachers and schools, higher education institutions, nonprofit organizations, local businesses, national laboratories, Pueblo/Tribal communities, and government agencies to leverage leadership and highlight educational successes both locally and nationally. For more, visit www.lanlfoundation.org. 
November 17: Boys’ Education and Learning in New Mexico Conference
The second annual conference, Boys’ Education and Learning in New Mexico, will take place on Tuesday, November 17, at Sandia Resort and Casino. Sponsored by the New Mexico Men’s Council for Boys and Young Men, the event will feature Leonard Sax, bestselling author of Boys Adrift and Why Gender Matters. Boys’ declining performance in school has become increasingly significant. Only 53% of boys graduate from New Mexico high schools. Why is this happening; what can we do about it? How do we begin to mobilize parents, teachers, administrators, politicians, students, and funders to take action to address unmet needs of our boys? 

 

To promote positive male development, the NM Men’s Council for Boys and Young Men will focus the conference on the boy achievement gap. Leonard Sax, M.D., Ph.D., will talk about his book, Boys Adrift, explore factors affecting boys’ achievement and motivation, and address how parents, educators, and community can help our boys fulfill their potential. Workshops will further address boys’ specific education and learning issues in New Mexico. To receive a conference brochure or to register, e-mail NMMC2009@mgr-events.com or call 505.508.2999. For more about the NM Men’s Council for Boys and Young Men, visit www.nmboys.org.
December 3-4: 2009 Youth Practitioners Summit
The New Mexico Forum for Youth in Community invites participation in their 7th Annual Youth Practitioners Summit Building Collaborations...Across Networks, Generations, Systems, & Communities. The event is December 3-4 at Embassy Suites Albuquerque. For information visit www.nmforum.org or contact New Mexico Forum for Youth in Community at 505.821.3574 or communications@nmforumforyouth.org. 
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Relief Fund Set Up for NMMI Cadets Following Quake in American Samoa

The New Mexico Military Institute Foundation has established an emergency relief fund for affected cadets in the wake of the devastating earthquake and tsunami which hit American Samoa on September 29. The fund, American Samoan Cadet Relief Fund, aims to help NMMI’s American Samoan cadet population return to their homes during the Christmas period or to return to attend funeral services for family members. Donations may be made directly to NMMI Foundation, Inc., American Samoan Cadet Relief Fund, Account: 7402225549, Wells Fargo Bank, 400 N. Pennsylvania, Roswell, NM 88201.
“Our responsibility is to reach out to help these young men and women and their families,” said General Jerry Grizzle, NMMI Superintendent and an emergency response professional. “These young folks come to NMMI in the middle of the Summer to start school and do not go home, for the most part, until the end of the school year, or later. To face that kind of separation from family and then get hit with such a tragedy makes it imperative that we take care of our own.”
Title IV-E Program Benefits Students, ENMU and CYFD 

Collaboration between Eastern New Mexico University’s Social Work Program and the New Mexico Children, Youth & Families Department (CYFD) has resulted in the establishment of a Title IVE Traineeship Stipend Program for students interested in careers in public child welfare. ENMU will be awarded just under $144,000 to provide specialized courses in child welfare, supervised, intensive field placements, and stipend awards to eligible students. Funding will be provided through section Title IV-E of the Social Security Act.
Donald Holden, regional CYFD manager, commented that “stipends will benefit the university, the student, and CYFD by assisting the student financially, ensuring them a job upon graduation, and permitting CYFD to fill vacancies in hard-to-place locations.” 
Through this program qualified social work students, following a selection process, will be awarded $9,000 for a two-semester senior level field placement and $4,000 for a one-semester junior level placement. Recipients of the stipend must contractually agree to work nine months for each semester of stipend support in full-time employment in a designated county CYFD Protective Services Office upon graduation from the BSW program.

Program manager Patty Saylor reports that, “Our child welfare curriculum will prepare students for work in permanency planning, foster care, and adoption services for children and families involved in child protective services due to child maltreatment and serious issues in family functioning.” For more information, contact ENMU’s Social Work Program Field Director Barbara Palantone at 575.562.4510.

Resources ((( Resources ((( Resources ((( Resources ((( Resources ((( Resources

The U.S. Census Bureau has published The Hispanic Origin Population in the United States: 2007 and 2008. Each publication contains national-level tabulations from the Current Population Survey and is shown by a range of demographic and socioeconomic characteristics. The publications include information on the generational distribution of the Hispanic population, as well as of specific groups, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican and Cuban. There are also tabulations on educational attainment, nativity and citizenship status, year of entry of the foreign-born, household type, labor force and employment status, occupation, earnings and poverty, housing tenure, mobility and health insurance status.
The U.S. Census Bureau has released a publication entitled Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2008. The report indicates that the real median household income in the United States fell 3.6% between 2007 and 2008, from $52,163 to $50,303. Between 2007 and 2008, the real median income of non-Hispanic white households declined 2.6% (to $55,530); for blacks, it declined 2.8% (to $34,218); for Asians, it declined 4.4% (to $65,637); and for Hispanics, it declined 5.6% (to $37,913). The nation’s official poverty rate in 2008 was 13.2%, up from 12.5% in 2007. There were 39.8 million people in poverty in 2008, up from 37.3 million in 2007. The number of people without health insurance coverage rose from 45.7 million in 2007 to 46.3 million in 2008, while the percentage remained unchanged at 15.4%.

Issues of the e-newsletter Updates from the Cabinet Secretary of Higher Education are posted online. To receive the newsletter, visit www.hed.state.nm.us and complete the form under Cabinet Secretary. To submit items for the newsletter, email laura.mulry@state.nm.us. Deadline is Wednesdays at noon. Thank you. [image: image1.png]
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