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Oral History Interview
with
Various People at the Floyd Community Reunion

August 5, 1972
Floyd, New Mexico

By Mrs. John Burroughs

For the Eastern New Mexico University Library

I'd like to introduce Mr. Agri Jones, a long time teacher in
the Floyd school, and also Mr. Smith who has a date of
1924 on. 1Is it Louie Smith?

Louis Smith-.

Mr. Jones, when did your family first come to Roosevelt
county? Tell me about your grandparents, if you can.

My father and mother and my grandparents on the Jones side home-
steaded in 1903. They moved out here in the spring of 1904.

Where did they come frem?

From Montague County, Texas, near Bowie.
Did they come in a covered wagon?

They came in covered wagons.

Can you tell me anything about their trip?

Were you with them?

I was with them, but I can't tell you anything because I was
just a pup.

Well, ean you relate anything about the trip out in the covered
wagons?

Well, I can relate a trip back after we started out here and had
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to go back to pick cotton.

Oh, is that right?

In 1910 we went back across the plains in two covered wagons.
Mother drove one, had a stove in it. She cooked as she drove
along. Dad drove the other. I was about six or seven years old,
and I drove the livestock, on a horse, drove the livestock
across the plains.

How many cattle did you have?

‘We had horses that we took back across with us, about twenty

head, I guess. From the time we left Arch we didn't see another
house, going straight east for about seventy=-five miles, with the
exception of the Yellow House headquarters, I believe.

That was in, near Lubbock.

1910.

1910.
say?

You came in 1903. What caused you to start out, as you

Dry weather. We had a drought in 1910, dry, didn't make any
crop. We“ggpt back to pick cotton to make enough money to come
back. ItAUS about four years to get back. We made four crops,

down there before we came back.

Can you tell me about your claim? Did you have your claim
proved up before you went back to Texas?

We did. We filed in 1903 and homesteaded under the ten year
law, under the seven year law, and in 1910 we got the patent on
the land, they called it. Patent on the land? That was another
thing that induced us to leave.

So you stayed until you had your land clear?

That's right.
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Well, can you tell me what you did in those seven years to
make a living if the weather was dry? How did you manage?

Well it wasn't dry all the time. We made some good crops.
How much acreage did you have?

160, filed on the. . .

Just the minimum?

Yes, the minimum.

What kind of crops did you raise?

Corn and the sorgum crops and had cattle.

You used all the crop for your own livestock?

Yes. We didn't sell anything.
that didn't walk on four feet.

You couldn't sell anything
They didn't buy it.

That's right. And the banks didn't loan on it, either.

The banks didn't loan on it either. One method of getting
by was to go to the breaks up north here and cut fence posts.
And they'd bring them back--my dad would bring back a load
of fence posts--and they could sell them for 10¢ a piece to
to the newcomers, they called them.

Who were those newcomers?

Well that's the people who came and filed at a later date,
you know.

Why did you have to have those fences?

There were plenty of cattlemen that’ had been running this
country all the time with no expense at all to them, just
running over the land, and in order to stay you had to fence
it or they'd graze you out.
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Did they ever cut your fences?
They never did cut Dad's fence.

They did some of the neighbors'.

I know that was common practice to discourage the nesters,
as they called them.

Dad was not a good shot with a rifle.
Did he ever have to use it?

Well, he shot near some cowboys one time just to make them
put the cows back in the herd.

Where were the cowboys located? Which ranch were they from?

They were from right down here. The headquarters of the
Joe Lewis outfit was down here, what they called the Jack
County Lake or the Tierra Blanca Lake.

The Joe Lewis ranch?
Yes.

What about the H Bar ranch? Did that interfer with your. . .?

No. It was further off. We didn't. . .

You didn't have any trouble with them. What about the DZ

Ranch?

Well, it was still south of us around Elida. The foreman
of this Lewis ranch was a pre&ty good egg. He was a pretty
good fellow, old Jack County Terrell.

That was Mrs. Fred Hinger's father.

That's right. He was a good fellow, and we've known him

ever since we moved out, and he didn't give the nesters much
He didn't give us any trouble.

‘trouble.
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Can you tell why the lake was called Jack County Lake?

Well that isn't the name of the lake, but old Jack County had
Leen there since way along in the early, late 1800's, and he
lived down there on the old headquarters so long that I suppose
that people just followed Jack County . . .

Associated it with him.

See, that wasn't his name either. His name was Lawson K. Terrell.
He came from Jack County, Texas, and that was customary in those
days to nickname a person from the place from whence they came,
you know.

When did he come first?

That's very interesting.

Oh, I don't know. He was here I'm sure before 1900, maybe as
early as the Billy the Kid days. I'm not just sure when he
was here.

Isn't his son here at the reunion today?

Tye is here today.

I'd like to talk to him.

Yes, he's here today.

Were you here, Mr. Smith, at any of the time that he's recounting?
No, we came her in 1950.

So you were here after the hard times were over maybe?

Yes.

The place was pretty well developed.

What place now are you specifically mentioning?

Well, when we first came here, my grandfather owned the old H
Bar Ranch.
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Who was your grandfather?
Andrew J. Smith.
What date was that?

)

That was . . . we made our first trip out here in a covered wagon
in 1913.

Where did you come from?

We came from a little old town over there. We homesteaded on
some land in Jeff Davis County, northeast of El Paso, and we were
living on that claim over there and we lived that claim out.

See We filed on a section, my daddy filed on a section, and if
you put some improvements on it and lived on it four years, why
then they'd give you the four adjoining sections.

Oh! Four adjoining sections?
Yes. That was around that country then.
That was a good deal.

Yes.

Now where was that?

That was in Jeff Davis County.

Texas.

North of Sierra Blanca, Texas. Now we got our mail at Orange,
New Mexico. We were just four miles from Orange.

I've never heard of that community. Where was it?

Well all the Louises and all that bunch are over there, a lot
of them are still down at Carlsbad, they all came from . . .




BURROUGHS::

SMITH :

BURROUGHS:

SMITH :

BURROUGHS:

SMITH s

BURROUGHS:

SMITH :

BURROUGHS:

SMITH :

BURROUGHS

SMITH :

BURROUGHS:

SMITH =

Page 7

Oh, in the southern part of the state.

It's west of the Sacramento Mountains there under the Worlington
Peak. We iy rew up right under the hood of that Worlington Peak
out there, and we made our first trip out here in 1913 in
covered wagons. If I remember right, it took us thirty-one or
two days to make that trip.

To come from southern New Mexico?

Yes, to come from the ;ittle town of Orange over there to Portales.
Oh, I.see.

And then, my grandfather owned the H Bar Ranch at that time.

I'd like to know more about that.
history of that ranch.

That's a very interesting
Just tell me what you know.

Well I don't know a thing in the world about who owned it before
he did, and I don't know when he bought it.

Well, that was before the days when, or was that after the days,
when Jim Newman owned it? Jim Newman and George Trammel owned it
and Bob Wood was the foreman in the early 1900's. We've

been trying to trace the history of the H Bar and find out

after. . .

Well my mother still gets the oil royalty off of it. You can

look at her deed and find out.

Well where is the oil well located on the H~Bar Ranch?

Well they, you know they drilled an oil well back there in
19. . .

1912. There was a number of. . .

Yes, 1912.
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Of an attempt by Mr. Smith, I believe.

Mr. Evan Smith. That was my uncle.

Your uncle?
the well.

He had an apparatus that was supposed to locate
Now will you tell more about that?

Well I don't remember, I was just a youngster. I don't rems
ember too much about that, see. When we came out here in
'13, I was only eight years old.

Yes.

I don't remember too much about that, but I do remember them
drilling an o0il well out there. . .

You don't know where it was located?
Well..,

How rlose to the headquarters was it?

It was right there close.

Well that was the impression we received.

A big brother of mine, Lester, could probably take you and
walk you right out to it.

Well, I wish you'd go get Lester.

'Cause I used to, as long as I lived here, see, I remembered
where it was.

But it hasn't been producing in some time, has it?

Well it never did produce any, any commercial value of oil.
It just had oil in the water. But, it flowed artesian water
there for years and years.

How does your mother get royalty on it then?
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Well you see, when they sold it, they retained the mineral
rights.

I see, so she just has the payment on the rights.

I was looking at some of her papers last night. They still
have forty five acres lease out there. Some company leased
it from her for five years and they paid her $5.00 rental,
a dollar a year. She got a check that came in July for
45.00 for the lease on it.

Not much, but it's steady through all these years.

Yes, and it's been in the family all these years, see, that
mineral right.

Well, that's interesting to know.

You could look at. . . she had a document there and you could
look at that document and tell who all the owmers have been
on that all the way down.

Well, I'm more interested in talking to the people because
it's personal history and memories that are filling in this.
Mrs. Jones, you look so young. You couldn't possibly have
come out here in those early days.

Thank you, but my parents came in 1902 along with my grand=
parents and filed just four miles north over here.

North of Floyd?
Yes. I still own part of the land.

Was that a homestead of 160 acres too?

Yes. and then they had bought other land as the years went
on.

Can you give the name of your grandparents?

Yes, Mr. and Mfs. Ike Guest, and my dad and mother.
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Spell that name.
G-U-E-S-T, and my dad and mother were William Jim Mauldin.
Mauldin?
Yes.
Where do they live?
They're both dead now.
But, where did they live?
On the same place.
Same land. Were you born there?
Yes. I was the t¢hird child born there.

Will you give your full name now so that, your given name, and
then, your married name?

Elva Mauldin Jones.
You went to school here in this community.

I started at Lacey, a little one teacher school right there, a
mile from where they filed, and I went there until I was in the
eighth grade, and then we rode horseback four miles west to
what was old Langton. Then, when Floyd consolidated, well then
I came here later to school.

How many schools, community schools, were there when Floyd
consolidated to one school?

Wouldn't you say about one hundred?

You mean in this district?




